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FOREWORD

For over forty years historians have searched for what they
called The Lost Marriage Book of Henderson County. Along with other
historical documents, it was recently found in a pasteboard box stored
in a corner of the courthouse basement by two of our members.

When Henderson County was created from Nacogdoches and Houston
Counties on April 27, 1846 by an act of the Texas Legislature, it
encompassed what is now Henderson, Kaufman, Van Zandt, Wood, Rockwall,
and most of Rains Counties. It was finally reduced to its present
size on January 28, 1850. 1Its first County Seat was Buffalo, then
Centerville, and finally Athens.

Except for the 7" X 15" size of the original book, this is an
exact copy of what remains of the record of marriage licenses issued
in the county during that era. Although the first twenty pages are
missing, J.J. Faulk states on page 17 of History of Henderson County,
published in 1929, the first marriage license was issued at Buffalo
on September 16, 1846 to Joseph Kee and Delia Manning who were married -
by Barnabus Jones, a minister, on September 23, 1846. Pages 47, 49,
50, and 52 thru 65 were unaccountably left blank.

The following handwritten inscription was.found in the box with
this book: ' :

"These old books are very valuable as historic relics.
They ought to be rebound and securely locked in a
vault. These are the originals. I hope the Commissioners
Court some day will look after these old hand marks
of our fathers. The Courts pay no attention to me.
They were junked when 1 found them.

1929 (signed) J.J. Faulk
They were still junked 10 years later.

May 25, 1939 (signed) J.M. Bolding
They were still junked in 1941 when found by
(signed) John L. Chambers

We take pride in preserving this record for generations to come.

Henderson County Historical Commission
Marion Westbrook, Chairman



